Minor and trace sterols from marine invertebrates 56. Novel coprostanols from the marine sponge Petrosia ficiformis.
Twelve stanols possessing the rare 5 beta-dihydro nucleus have been isolated from the marine sponge Petrosia ficiformis. These stanols have not previously been encountered in any samples of P. ficiformis which we have examined and appear to be the result of bacterial metabolism of the endogenous sponge sterols.